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S I R, 

IMuft beg your excufe for not having written to you in Co long 
a fpace : The little reft I have had, and the great unfetlednefs 
of my condition is the reafon. Neither have I now any great 
Curiofities to impart to you ; only fome fmall circumftances of 
my Journey I will run over. 

F f f f From 
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From Venice I fetout with thpfe Gallies which carried their 
AmbafTadour that went for the Tort. We touch't at moft of the 
eonfiderable Towns of Iftru and Dalmatia by the way. In Ifiria 
we faw iV*,an ancient Republick. There remains yet an Amphi- 
theatre entire: Itisof two orders of Tufcan Pillars , placedone 
over another, and the lower Piilars ftand on pedeftals, which is 
not ordinary ; for, commonly they have nothing but their Bafes 
to fuppOrt them- There is, befides a Temple dedicated to Home 
and Augufim , a Triumphal Arch, built by a Lady of the family 
of the Sergii, in honour of fome of her kindred , which com- 
manded in thefe Countries ; befides feveral Inscriptions and an- 
cient Monuments, which are in divers parts of the Town. 

In Dalmatia I faw Zahxra, which is now the Metropolis of 
the Country. It was anciently called Jadera* It's now very well 
fortified, being encompafs'd on three fides with the Sea > and that 
part which is toward the land extreamly advantaged by all the 
contrivances of Arr, having a Caftle and a Rampart of very lofty 
baftionstoguardit. I found here feveral ancient Infcriptions, 
by me copied, which will not find room in the compafs of a Let- 
ter. We pall: in fight of Zebtnico, and faw three Forts, which be- 
long to ihe Town, St. Nicolo % St* Gioanni, and la Ftrtezza Vecchia ; 
but we went not a ffcore. That which is moft worth feeing in 
Dalmatia, is Spalatro ; where is Dioclejians Palace , a vaft and 
ftupendousfabrick, in which hemade his refidence , when he re- 
treated from ttoe Empire. It is as big as the whole town ; for the 
whole town indeed is patch't up out of its ruines, and is faid by 
fome to take its name frona it. The building is maffive ; there is 
within it an entire Temple of Jupiter, eight-fquare , with noble 
Porphyrie pillars , and Cornice, worth any bodies admirarion. 
There is a Court before it, adorned with eAlgyptian pillars of 
that (lone called Pyropoicilos\ and a Temple under it , now dedi- 
cated to S*a Lucia ; and up and down the Town feveral fragments 
of Antiquity, with Infcriptions and other things, worth taking 

notice of. 

Four miles from SpaUtro is &/mm, which fhews the ruines of a 
great Town. About as much farther from Salona ftandb Clijfa up- 
ona rocky Hill, an eminent Fortrefs of the Venetians, which is 
here the frontier againft the Turk ; from whence they repu ft him 
in their late wars with great honour* I was at Lejina , w here is 

nothing 
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nothing very remarkable ; but Biondi, that hath written our Eng- 
jiflh HUtory, was of it. Trau is ancient, and hath good marks of 
its being fo. Here I fpoke with Doftor Stajileo, who puc out 
that fragment of Petronm Arbiter 3 and I faw his Mauu- 
fcript. 

I was in the harbour of Ragufi> but not in the town % Lccnufe 
we made no ftay there. From hence we paft the gulf of Ludua, 
and faw the Mountains of Antivari, the Plain of Durazzo and 
ApoUonia y and came to Saffmo a fmall ifiand, from whence we 
could fee the town of Valona^ and the mountains Acroceraunii , 
which are very near, and are now called Mountains of Chi- 
mar a* 

I ftay'd a fortnight in Corfu, and had time to view ail that was 
confiderable in the ifiand, particularly the Gardens of Ahimw* 
that is, the place where they are fuppofed to have been, now cal- 
led Chryfida 5 a moft delicious fcituation : The ancient Port, now 
called NtK0&iA«C*K , and feveral foundations of ancient fabricks. 
IwZante I was likewife a fortnight , where I faw but little of 
Antiquity ; What is Modern, is very flourishing , and the Ifiand 
rich and plentiful. 

I went from Xante toPatras, a town \tijfcbaia, i)f good note 
among the Ancients. Near it is a great Mountain, mention cl by 
Homer by the name of Petra Olenia* Jn the town are feverai 
maffive ruines, which few there know how to give any account of. 
There are the remains of a large Church, dedicated to St. Andrea, 
who, they fay, was Martyr'd there. This is the firft town I faw 
on the Continent of Greece. The Plain about it is very fruitful, 
full of fprings and rivolets; finely wooded with CXive-trees, 
Cyprefles,Orange and Lemon- trees* The Citrons here are counted 
among the beft of the Turkijb Empire , and are fent for Pre- 
fents to Conjiantinop/e, So are ail their Fruits in very good 
efteem. 

In Athens I havefpent tw© months* TscxttoRome I judge it 
the moft worthy to be feen for Antiquities of any I have yet 
been at. The Temple of Minerva is as entire as the Rotunda. I 
was three times in it,and took all the dimenilons. w*th what exaft- 
nefs I could; but it is difficult, becaufe the Caftle of Athens, \u 
which it ftands, is a garrifon , and the Turks we jealous , andbru- 
tifhly barbarous, if they take notice that any meafures it. The 

Ffff 2 length 
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length of rhe Cell a or Body of the Temple without fide , 

is * ■ m 68? Feet SThefe meafures you may rely 

The breadth-— 7i}Englifh.£ on,asexaftto -afoot. 
The Portico, of the Dorique Order, which runs round it , hath 
8 Pillars in front, 17 on the fides; the length of the Portico is 
230 feet Englifo. I have taken all the dimenfions within , with 
thofeof the «;av*3t and Portico's; but they are too long for a 
Letter. The/^orfhaft of the Pillars is 19^ feet in circumfe- 
rence: The Inter columnium , 1^ of the diameter of the pil- 
lars. 

The Temple of Thefeus is Iikewife entire, but 'tis much lefs^ 
though builc after the fame model : The length of its eel la is but 
73 feet, the breadth, 26. The whole length of the Portico, which 
goes round it, 123 feet, Tis a Dorique building, as is that of the 
tMinerva. Both of themareof white Marble. 

About the Cornice ontheoutfideof the Temple of ^Minerva 
is a baffo relievo of men on horfeback, others in Chariots * and 
awholeproceffionof people going to a facrifice of very curious 
fculpture. On the Front is the hi/lory of the Birth of Mi- 
nt rv a, 

In the Temple of Thefem on the Front within-fide the Portico, 
at rhe Weft-end , is the battle of the Centauri \ and at thcEaft- 
endfeemsto be a Continuation of that hiftory : But there are fe- 
veral figures of Women, which feem to be Pirithous's Bride, and 
thofe other Ladies which were at the wedding. On the outfide 
the Portico, in the fpaces between the Triglyphi^ are feveral of the 
proweffes of Thefiu*, moft in Wreftling with feveral perfons , in 
which he excelled : All his poftures and locks are exprefi: with 
great art. Others are Monfters, which he is made encountring 
with, as the Bull of Mar&then, the Bear of Galydon,&c. 

There is a Temple of Hercules, a round fabrick, only of fix feet 
diameter, but neat architecture. The Pillars are of the Cerin* 
thian order, which fupport an Archi-trave, and Frife, wherein are 
done in relievo the Labours of Hercules. The top is but one ftone, 
wrought like a Shield, with a flower on the outfide, which nfeth 
like a plume of Feathers. 

There is yet (landing the Tower of Andronicm Girrheftes y w\\iO>\ 
<san O&ogone, with the figures of 8 Winds, which are large, and 
of goodworkmanflbip; and the names of the Winds remain le- 
gible 
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gible in fair Greek charafters, (where a Houfe, which is built a- 
gainft it on one fide, does not hinder $) as i-mhimm* <&&<> $ofitu % 
r«f •/ ^•^wf®-* Each Wind placed againft its quarter in the heavens ; 
and the roof is made of little planks of MarbIe>broad at bottom, 
and which meet all in a point at top, and make an obtufe pyramid 
of fome 3 2 or 3 6 fides. 

There is a delicate Temple of the Conique order in the Caftle, 
whether of JPandrofis , or whom, I cannot tell ; but the work 
was moft fine, andaii the ornaments mod accurately engraven : 
The Length of this Temple was 67?. 
The Breadth 3 8 $ b eer * 

Thefe Pillars which remain of a Portico of theEmperour^ 
drian, are very (lately and noble : They are of the Corinthian or- 
der, and above 5 2 feet in height, and 1 9 1 in circumference : They 
are canellate ; and there are now ftanding.feventeen of thtm,with 
part of their Cornice on the top. The building, to which they be- 
longed, I meafured the Area of, as near as I could con; eft u re ; 
and found it near a thousand feet in length, and about fix hundred* 
and eighty in breadth. 

Without the Town, the Bridge over the Flijfm hath thrc^. 
arches, of foltd ftonc-work : The middlemoft is near 2ofeer. 
broad. There is thtjiadium'yet to be feen , whofe length I mea- 
fured, and found it 630 feet, near to what theprecifemeafure of a 
Jiadium ought to be 3 viz. 6 2 5. 

Towards the Southern wall of the Caftle there are the remains 
of the Theater of B&cchuj, with the Portico of Eumenes, which is 
i>ear it 5 the femi- diameter, which is the right Sine of the demi- 
circle which makes the Theatre, is about 150 feet. The whole 
Body of the Scene, 256. Monfieur de la Guill'miere in that Book 
he hath written of Athens, hath made a Cut of a Theatre , which 
he calls that of Bacchus^ which is a meer fancy and invention of 
his own, nothing like the Natural one, which by the Plan, he has 
drawn of the Town, I judge he did not know. J give you this 
one hint, that you may not be deceived by that Book , which is 
wide from truth; as will appear to any body who fees the reality, 
diough to one who hath not feen it, it feems plaufibly written. 
I have dwelt long on Athens, but yet have faid nothing. This 
TownalonedefervesawholeBooktodifcourfeof it well, which 
now I have neither time nor room to do; but I have Memorials 

b^ 
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by me of all I faw j which one day, if it pleafe God J may fliew 
you. 

Thebes is a large Town, but I found few Antiquities in it, ex- 
cepting fome Infcriptions and Fragments of the Old Wall , and 
oneGate, which, they fay, was 'eft by Alexander , when he de- 
moliih't the reft. It is about fome fifty miles diftant from Athens, 
as I judge* 

Corinth is two daies journey diftant : the Cafile or 'Axfoa&o*®- 
is ftanding, whichis very large* The main of the Town is de- 
molifh't, and thehoufes } which now arefcatiei'd, and a great di- 
ftance from one another. So is Argos, s\ hich to go round would be 
fome four or five miles, as the houfes now Hand ; bin if they ftood 
together, they would fcarce excetd a good Vhlage. Napolo delta 
Rumilia is a large town, and full of Inhabitants , and the BafhaOf 
the More* refides there : It is but very few leagues diftant from 
Jrgos. 

Sparta is quite for fa ken ; and Mejlra is the Town which is in- 
habited , four miles diftant from it. But one fees great mines 
thereabout ; almoft all the Walls, feveral towers and foundations 
of Temples with pillars and chapitres demolifhV. A Theatre 
pretty entire. It might have been anciently fome five miles in 
compafs; and about a quarter of a mile diftant from the River 
Eurotus. The Plain of Sparta and ofLacoma is very fruicfu],and 
long, and well watered, h will be about eighty miles in length, 
as I judge. The Mountains on the Weft-fide of it very high, the 
higheft I have yet feen in Greece; the Maniotes inhabit them. 
But the Plain of Calamatta, which anciently was that of Meffene, 
feems rather richer. Corone is very abundant in Olives. Navar- 
rino, which is efteem'd the ancient Pyhs, hath a very ftrongCaftle, 
fortified by the Turks, and ft the beft Port in all the More*. Jl- 
fhem is much the beft River, and the deepeft , and with great rea- 
fon extolled by all the ancient Poets , and chofen for the feat of 
the Olympick Games 3 for its very pleafant. The Plains of Elk 
are very goodly and large, fit to breath Horfes in,and for hunting 5 
but not fo fruitful as that of jirgos and Mejfene y which are all 
riches. The beft Woods I faw in JPeloponnefus are thofeof JL 
chaia, abounding with Fines and wild Pear > the Ilex and 
Efculus*txtt$ 5 and, where there runs water, with Plant- 

trees. 

Arcadia 



(S8i) 

AradU is a very goodly Chatnpain, and full of Carrie, buth 
all encompaft with Hills , which are very rough and unhewn* 
Lepanto is very pleafantly feated on the Gulf, which runs up as far 
as Corinth * and without the Town is one of the fineft Fountains 
I hvr in Greece , very rich in veins of Water, and (haded with 
huge Plane-trees; not inferiour in any thing to the Spring of 
Cajlalk on Mount Pamafts, which runs through Dtlpfosjexcept 
in this, that one was chofen by the Mufes, and the other not ; and 
Poetical fancies have given immortality to the one, and never 
mentioned the other* 

Delphos it (elf is very ftrangely fcituated on a rugged hill , to 
which you have anafcentof fometwoor three leagues ^ and yet 
that is not a quarter of the way to come up to the Pique of Par- 
mjf»s 9 on the fide of which hill it ftands. It feems very barren to 
the eye; but the Fruits are very good, where there are any. The 
Wines are excellent, and the Plants and Simples, which are found 
there, very fragrant and of great efficacy. 

About Lebadia, and all through Btptia, the Plains are very fer- 
tile^nd make amends for the barrennefs of the Hills which enccm- 
pafs them : But in Winter they are apt to be overflown for that 
reafon, and to be turn'd into Lakes ; which renders ihe Btotia* 
Air very thick 5 and/o were their Skulls too , if the Ancients may 
be believed concerning them; though Pindar 5 who wasoneihat 
fublimated Poetry to its higheft exaltation, and is much fancied 
and imitated in our Age, as he was admired in his own , was bom 
there: And Amphion, who was faid to be fo divine in his Mufick, 
that he raviflit the very ftoaes, had skill enough to entice them to 
makeup the Walls of Thebes : So that not every thing that's born 
in a dull Atr,is dulUThefe Vales I found much planted with Cottm % 
and SeJamum^Yid Gumming which tbey make great profit and a 
great trade at Thebes and Lebadia. 

I went from Thebes into the liland of Eubsa or Negropont^ and 
faw the Euripus, which ebbs and flows much after the nature of our 
Tides ; only the Moon, and fometimes Wind$,maks it irregular.The 
Channel, w hich runs between the Town 5 and a Caftle,which ftands 
in an Ifland over againft it, is fome fifty feet broad 5 and there are 
three Mills on it , which fhew all the changes and varieties that 
happen in the Current.Near the Euripus and oppofite to the Town, 
they ihewa Porr 3 which they fay was AuHs^ and it is not impro- 
bable ; 
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is a high Hill, called A^o^kw , formerly very dangerous, but now 
guarded by Albanejes : It is part of Mount Parnate; and near it on 
the left hand lies Mount Pentelicu* , from whence the Athenians 
anciently feccht their Stone,and now there is a Convent of Caloieris 
there>oneof thericheftofali Greece. 

In going from Athens by Sea, 1 embarqued in a Port, which lies 
juft by MunichU: That which they call Porto Pyrao lies behind it 
a mile diftant, which is alarge Port, able to contain 500 VefTels. 
There are the ruins of the Town yet remaining, and of the walls, 
which joyn'd it to the City of Athens. 1 fai'ed by Porto Phalero, 
the ancient Haven of jithens , which is rather a Road than a Port, 
1 fawati Jfland called spiffs* , where the jitkenians had anciently 
Mines. I went a fhore on the Promontory of Sunium, to view the 
remainsof the Temple of Miuerve, which ftood on it. Hencel 
failed among the ffles of the Archipelago, Macronefia % Thermea, Ser- 
phanto, SiphanU , till I came to Melo. From Melo I failed through 
the Cyc lades to come hither. I pad by Jndros, Tenos, My cone, Delos; 
Naxia and Paros I faw at a diftance We failed near the Northern 
Cape of Sio, and the Southern of Mytilene or Lefbos , and fo came 
into the Gulf of Smyrna. Within this Gulf ftands Burla near fome 
fmal! IGandsjwhich is judged to be the ancient GUz>omen& • Foja, 
which is the fame with the ancient Phoc£a: Near this the River 
Herrnus difcharges it felf into this Gulf. 

In this my Journey lhad fome mifadventures ; My Companion, 
Sir Giles Eaftcourt, dyed by the way. At Sea I was plundered by the 
Serphiotes, where I loft all my Letters, and Yours among the reft, 
which you fent to My Lord Ambaflfadour at Conjlantinople, and Con- 
ful Uycaut , whom I find here a very civil and knowing Gentleman, 
and an) much obliged to him for his favours. 

I have been as curious as I could in taking the latitudes of fome 
remarkable places : As I find them, I (hall give them you: 

Gr. m. Gr. 

Athens 38. 5, } C?atras 38. 40. 

Corinth 38.14.^ JDelphos 38.50. 

Sparta 37»*°»Q [Thebes 38. 22. 

Corone 37. 2. J ^Negropmt or Cbalcis — 38. 3 1 

I defire you to prefent my humble Services to the Gentlemen of the 
Royal Society, I am, &c, 

Adverti- 



